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A Jazz Traveler at Home in the World
David Rogers Sextet: “The World Is Not Your Home”
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Who says jazz isn’t world music?  The six innovative compositions on “The World Is Not Your Home” (David Rogers Sextet, Jumbie Records, JMB 0005) show that American jazz continues to grow by embracing the world.

Hard driving jazz runs throughout, laced with Cuban montuno rhythms here, a Medieval chorale there, a Hausa folk song, the chatter of talking drums, and the guest appearance of an African xylophone. At the heart of every piece is David Rogers’s expressive saxophone and the propulsive jazz rhythm section of Craig Taborn (piano), Gerald Cleaver (drum set), and Marion Hayden (acoustic bass).  Mark Stone (vibraphone & percussion) and Derek Bermel (clarinet) extend the colors and stylistic range to create a truly global vision of modern jazz.

Rogers’s compositions combine beautiful composed melodies and intricate group interplay with loose, fiery improvisation. From the wistful opening clarinet melody, to the brooding bowed bass of “The Merciful Ones,” to the thundering final piano solo of “La Isla De Reyes”—this recording showcases a composer, and a band, in command of a dizzyingly broad range of musical language.

Rogers recorded these sessions a decade ago with five fellow travelers in the Detroit music scene who have gone on to become some of the most acclaimed improvisers of the last 10 years.  Immediately afterwards, Rogers left for a 2 year sojourn in West Africa, studying the drum language and horse-hair fiddle of the Dagbamba people while living in a rural village in Ghana.  When he returned, Rogers spent a decade in New York composing for theater, dance, and classical ensembles, and for his own African-fiddle-based quartet Imaginary Homeland.  He collaborated with African master musicians such as xylophonist Bernard Woma, and helped found world music label Jumbie Records.  Rogers’s music has been heard from world music festivals, to colleges and theaters, to Carnegie Hall.
In 2007, Rogers returned to his jazz roots and formed an all-new Quintet to play his jazz-based compositions.  To mark his return to the jazz milieu, Jumbie Records is thrilled to finally release this unheard CD of exceptional, globe-spanning jazz.  “The World Is Not Your Home” will delight music fans looking for a fresh take on the ever-expanding sound of American improvised music.
PHOTOS:
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David Rogers (composer, tenor saxophone, talking drum) is an innovative composer and improviser whose music draws deeply on the jazz tradition and a range of other influences, from Latin dance rhythms to African folk songs. His music, heard from jazz clubs to Carnegie Hall, combines beautiful composed melodies and intricate group interplay with loose, fiery improvisation. Hailing from the Midwest, David has lived extensively in Ghana, played for many years on the New York scene, and collaborated with jazz artists like Regina Carter, world music masters like Bernard Woma and Dolsi-naa Abubakari Lunna, and innovative chamber orchestra Alarm Will Sound (“The future of classical music!” – The New York Times). 

Craig Taborn (piano) has been hailed as “groundbreaking” (AllAboutJazz), “simply beyond category” (Jazziz) and proclaimed “the Future of Jazz” (CMJ).  A jazz-based keyboardist with exceptionally wide-ranging vision, he has worked on acoustic piano, Rhodes organ, and electronica projects since leaving Michigan for New York.  Collaborators have included underground music legend Bill Laswell; Detroit-based father of house music Carl Craig; and jazz innovators such as James Carter, Roscoe Mitchell, Marty Ehrlich, Dave Douglas, and Tim Berne.  
Gerald Cleaver (drumset) came out of the Detroit jazz scene where he nurtured a fiery sense of swing working with jazz luminaries like Marcus Belgrave, Donald Walden, and Rodney Whitaker. Since coming to New York, Gerald has toured and recorded with giants from mainstream to free jazz, including Diana Krall, Roscoe Mitchell, Jacky Terrasson, Henry Threadgill, Hank Jones, and Marty Ehrlich.  His own recording Adjust was called “powerful… risk-taking, thrill-seeking” by AllAboutJazz and nominated for debut recording of the year.
Marion Hayden (bass) is a founding member of Grammy-nominated Atlantic Jazz recording group Straight Ahead.  This Detroit-based quintet has received critical acclaim in tours of the US, Europe, and the Caribbean, and performance at the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C.  Marion has brought her unwavering sense of time and lyrical solo style to performance with of jazz stars Lionel Hampton, Ellis Marsalis, Curtis Fuller, and Geri Allen.
Mark Stone (vibraphone, percussion, African xylophone) has performed in Ghana (West Africa) with Godwin Agbeli's Sankofa Dance Theatre and with master xylophonist Bernard Woma; in Uganda (East Africa) as an honorary member of the Nakibembe Xylophone Group; and in Trinidad (West Indies) with the steel drum ensemble Scrunters Pan Groove in competition and carnival festivities.  Mark directs the African-jazz quartet Biakuye Unity Ensemble, is a founding member of Imaginary Homeland, and is a co-founder of Jumbie Records.

Derek Bermel (clarinet) has been hailed by the New York Times as a "brilliant" performer steeped in both jazz and classical repertoire.  He recently collaborated with Wynton Marsalis on the premiere of his “The Migration Series” for the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra.  As a composer, Bermel has won the Rome Prize, Guggenheim and Fulbright Fellowships, and commissions from the National Symphony, St. Louis Symphony, Jazz Xchange (UK), and many others.  He currently serves as the 2006-2009 Composer-in-Residence of the American Composers Orchestra.

PRAISE FOR PREVIOUS WORK BY DAVID ROGERS:
“[A] visionary jazz and world-music saxophonist/composer!” – Hartford Courant
“Rhythmically vital!… a fluid Afropop-jazz-classical hybrid.” -- The New York Times 

“Rogers is an inventive and charismatic saxist, and as a bandleader he’s savvy enough to make optimal use of what he’s got.” — Global Rhythm Magazine
"An original, yet somehow deeply rooted, musical sound." – Dirty Linen
“Proof that music is a universal language… this fact reveals Rogers' restless spirit, a trait common to all great jazz men… He composed all of the songs… many of which feature his exquisite reed solos.” -- JazzReview.com
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Jumbie Records promotes the recording and performance of innovative new music rooted in 
world traditions.  Audio samples and more information on artists and releases are available at http://www.jumbierecords.com. To request a press kit or CD’s, contact press@JumbieRecords.com.
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 ***Available for sale at: JumbieRecords.com, Amazon.com, iTunes Store, CDBaby.com, & more**

