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Raul Rothblatt is a composer of unique breadth.  Starting with formal training in classical and musical theater composition, he then spent the last decade playing Hungarian folk music.  And then in 1998, he started working with various West African musicians, and eventually developed his own genre:  African-Hungarian jazz.

He believes that his role is to find connections between people and cultures that may not be obvious.  So while it may seem that his interests are wildly diverse, in fact there are many connecting threads.  No matter what the genre, his music always has a lyricism, emotional resonance and a joyful sense of infinite possibility. 

The purest expression of Raul’s music is Dallam-Dougou, an African-Hungarian jazz band that he directs and produces.  He also plays cello, bass and the Fulani one-string fiddle with the group.  Most of Dallam-Dougou’s repertoire is Raul’s compositions, augmented by some traditional West African, Hungarian and Romanian pieces.  

Raul in New York

Jumbie Records was launched in November 2003 by three bandleaders—David Rogers, Raul Rothblatt and Mark Stone—drawn together in New York as they worked to innovate on traditions from around the world.  Their music had a sound without a home in any current record label, so they invented their own.  They burst on the scene by simultaneously releasing three CDs, one for each of the founders. 

Raul has been playing bass, cello and utogardon (a percussive cello from eastern Transylvania) with Hungarian folk music with Életfa in 1994.  Based in New Jersey, Életfa plays authentic Hungarian village folk music using traditional instrumentation.  Életfa is an exciting ensemble because it spearheads the Hungarian folk revival movement in North America.  They are regular features at the Hungarian consulate, New York clubs, and Hungarian events from the annual Harvest Ball in Louisiana, Bacchanalian weddings in San Francisco, and dance workshops in Montreal.  

Raul has been a long-time collaborator of choreographer Ashley Smith.  In February 2004, they launched The Amalgamated Performance Group, an artist collective that encompasses theater, contemporary dance, and musicians of diverse backgrounds.  

Raul has also collaborated with writer John Reed.  Their first project, The Little Mushroom, is an original tale told by a storyteller, a cello, a Javanese gamelan instrument and saxophone.  They are currently working on a new musical called He Still Loves Her, a Brechtian story about a boxer set in 1983 in the once-gritty Times Square.  

Raul Gets Around

Raul’s formal composition training goes back to UC Berkeley, where he studied with Andrew Imbrie.  He then studied at the internationally renown Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest with György Orban.  He came to New York to study musical theater composition, where he completed his MFA at the Tisch School of the Arts at NYU.  His final project was a musical about the early life of Josephine Baker with ragtime, blues, impressionistic and “Raulistic” influences.  

Raul was invited by Collectif des Artistes Plasticiens, an artist-lead organization in Switzerland, to participate in TGD4 in Senegal. This gathering of 19 musicians, 11 filmmakers and 126 visual artists from many countries is intended to foster collaboration. He is joining the Bodó Banda, a Hungarian folk group based in Budapest, and together they will introduce Senegal to traditional Hungarian folk music, as well as Raul’s original composition. 

Raul’s musical travels are not restricted to the Guinean-Hungarian axis.  He also played Javanese gamelan for 10 years, and he spent six months studying in central Java, mostly at the Mangkunagaran Palace in Surakarta.  He also had the honor of joining Lou Harrison in a performance of his music at the Ravinia Festival in 1990.  After studying in Budapest, he spent six month in Africa in 1992, starting in Morocco and spending most of his time in Ghana.  While there, he studied Ashanti drumming and even played at funerals in Kumasi, Ghana.  

In 2002, he was selected to participate in MusicOmi.

For more information, visit JumbieRecords.com or email Raul Rothblatt at Raul@JumbieRecords.com.

